On admission her condition was unfavourable,?pulse, 172 ; temperature, 100?; respirations, 64; mental condition, good; inspection of the abdomen revealed nothing remarkable; foetal heart sounds inaudible; vulva not much swollen; vagina hot, and an offensive discharge with foetid gas escaping from it; os dilated to about the size of a crown, and rather rigid ; foetal head presenting in the first position; foetus apparently decomposed.
Craniotomy was clearly the operation required, and it was performed in the usual way. The bladder and rectum having been emptied, and the vulva well washed with an antiseptic solution, I opened the head with a Simpson's perforator, and having broken up the encephalon, washed it out by means of a douche. Traction was then made by the guarded crotchet, and the head born. The pains were insufficient to expel the body of the child, and I therefore passed a blunt hook into the left axilla and delivered the left arm.
The right arm I brought down soon after by hooking a finger in the axilla, and pulling down the shoulder and arm. Delivery of the body of the child soon followed, and the operation up to this point occupied three-quarters of an hour.
I waited the usual time for the expulsion of the placenta, and endeavoured to express it by Credo 
